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1909 
School of Marine Engineering
The Naval Postgraduate School began as the School 
of Marine Engineering at the Naval Academy in 
Annapolis in 1909. 
!
It was established by a Secretary of the Navy 
executive order four months after the Great White 
Fleet completed its historic world cruise.  
!
The first class consisted of ten students and two 
attic rooms in Isherwood Hall (shown above) at the 
academy.  
!
Ensign Samuel Murray Robinson was among those 
students. He would later become the first 
engineering officer in U.S. Navy history to be 
promoted to four-star rank when he oversaw the 
development of the world’s largest Navy during 
World War II. 
!
Right: USS Connecticut, flagship of the Great White Fleet. 
Isherwood Hall photo courtesy of Library of Congress!
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